Cloning and characterisation of a U6 small nuclear RNA gene from potato.
Using a mixed U6 snRNA gene probe and a low stringency hybridization procedure we have isolated a U6 snRNA containing clone from a potato genomic library in lambda EMBL 3. This clone contains a single U6 snRNA gene which has been subcloned and sequenced. Southern blotting experiments using this gene and the heterologous U6 genes as probes indicate that the potato U6 gene family consists of more than 20 members. The potato U6 gene sequence shows high identity to previously characterised plant U6 snRNA gene sequences and possesses correctly positioned and spaced transcription control elements suggesting that it is an active gene.